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>ping that,  when  the time for courting imprisonment   comes,
alhiawaris will provide their quota of volunteers.   If, however^
5 have not by then cultivated sufficient simplicity to wear khadi*
>w shall we be able to endure the austerity of jail life?  When
eshbandhu Das wears khadi and plies the spinning-wheel, when
laulana Shaukat All, for whom it was difficult to adopt khadi,
as started wearing it and works on  the spinning-wheel in jail,
lould the residents of Kathiawar5 s cities keep away from khadi?
can now understand the reason for the complaint once made to
le, to the effect that Kathiawar produces a good quantity of khadi
mt that the demand for it is not much.  Will a time also come
vhen the robust women of Kathiawar will indeed make rotlas1 of
wjra2 and, in the early morning, churn liquid curds to obtain rich
>uttcr from them, but will give the rotlas to dogs and, their sto-
aaach too weak to digest butter, have some tea and biscuits, eat
fulkas* made from mill-flour obtained from Bombay because the
Kathiawar wheat is too heavy for their digestion and too red in
colour to please them?  If someone, following Green, were to write
a history of the rise; and decline of our people, omitting the wars of
kings, he would certainly be able to prove that as India took more
and more to fine cloth, soft to the touch, the people also became
increasingly weaker in constitution and lost their spirit.   Will a
Rabari4 woman of Kathiawar, six-foot tall, wear a bhatigar5 sari of
Japanese muslin if somebody gave her one? And will she go out
grazing her cattle dressed in such a sari? We have taken a wrong
path altogether*   Giving up cultivation of inward beauty, we fell
under the spell of outward adornment and lost the country, for-
sook our traditional ways, sacrificed our health and, as for the
atman, sent it to sleep.
Will the young men of Kathiawar give up talking and start
working? Will the women of Kathiawar follow the example
of Shrimati Vasantidevi and go round selling khadi? Will the
people of Kathiawar hear our Dhed6 and Bhangi7 brothers cry-
ing for justice? People who consider themselves polluted by then-
touch will never go to jail, they are not fit to do so.
[From Gujarati]
Namjivan, 25-12-1921
1 Thick, round cakes of unleavened bread
2 A variety of millet
3 Thin, light cakes of unleavened bread
4 A community in Gujarat tending cows
5 Multicoloured
6 & 7 Communities traditionally regarded as untouchable